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I WONDER... 
IF YOU CAN FALL IN LOVE 
AS SILENTLY AS THIS SNOW IS FALLING. 


FALLING OUT OF A CLOUDY Sky, 
CHANGING THE COLOR OF THE WORLD BELOW. 


Vuki'S SNOWY WoRLD 
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Hello, and nice to meet vou. 


This is volume 1 of A Sign of Affection 
In Japan, it’s running in 
Kodansha's Dessert magazine. 
The publisher has changed, and the 
Story itself has faced all sorts of 
obstacles, but I'm still working hard 
to create a shojo manga that 
Seamlessly incorporates 
Sign language. 

Thank you for your supportl 
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OH, YEAH. 
HE’S IN 
THE SAME 
CLUB AS 
RIN-CHAN AT 
COLLEGE. 
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LI SHOULD 
THANK HIM 
FOR SAVING 
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HE'S 
STARING AT ME 
LIKE I'M SOME 

EXOTIC ZOO 
ANIMALS 


\ HE DOESN'T * 


KNOW SIGN. 
LANELAGE 
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HE'S SO 
CLOSE! 


GUY JUST 
NOW... 


. SPOKE 
JAPANESE 
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GOOD 
AS ME. 
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NEVER MET 
ANYBODY 
LIKE YOU 
BEFORE 
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AND 
YOU? 


chan in the 
GETTING 
OFF 


We go to the 
same college 
International Club 
is a friend of mine. 


Rin- 


HE THINKS /F 
HE MOVES HIS 
MOUTH SLOWER 
ITLL MAKE HIS 
LIPS EASIER 
TO READ... 


| get off at 
the stop 
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FIRST TIME 
MEETING, 
AND HE 
SPOKE 
RIGHT 
TO ME. 


we THAT I 
REALIZED THE 
THROBBING 
FEELING ALL 
AROUND... 


/T/WAS ONLY 
AFTER I GOT 


TRAIN... 


WAS 
COMING 
FROM 
INSIDE ME. 
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It was Itsuomi- 
san who helped 
you out, huh? 
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| think he was on 
his way back from 
Canada. 


The guy goes 
backpacking overseas 
all the time. 


EXPLAINS HIS 
HUGE BAG... 


YOUR FACE 
IS 50 CUTE, 


L JUST 
MET HIM, 
RIN-CHAN/ 


CALL IT 
ADMIRA- 
TION, 
THEN. 


Is this what 
admiration looks 


T'Vé GOT 
“ADMIRATION” 
OF MY 
OWN. 


Itsuomi-san’s 
boss from his 
part-time Job. 


He's Itsuomi-san’s 
cousin. 


They both work at 
a café/bar. 
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WANNA EAT 
THERE... 


LI DONT 
KNOW... 
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SHOULD, 
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OH, GOD, 
WAIT! 
HOLD IT! HIM... 
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You're a cutie- 
pie, Rin-chan! 


Believe in 
yourself! 


wot MIGHT MAYBE IF 


BE ABLE YOU WERE 
TO GO WITH ME, 
THROUGH YUKI... 
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I think You 
hort my hand! 


for Itsuomi- 
san's number, 
too. 
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Yuki, you can't fall in 
love with the owner 
instead! | can’t compete 
with your cuteness! (4°) 


| would never! 
Besides, you're the cute 
one, Rin-chan.() 
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RESCUE ON 
THE TRAIN! 
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I HEARD 
YOU CAME 
TO YUkI 
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I'm still only (9 
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\ A Beer! oolong tea. 


> 


ITSUOMI- 
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ITSUOMI- 
SAN'S 
TAILINKL. 
IT'S MORE 
LIKE HE'S 
PUSHY...IN A 
GOOD WAY? 


He can speak 
three languages. 


ger. he 
WY 
i Ni 
ty 


He can 


speak three 
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He's trilingual. 
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ITSUUUU. 
TAKE THE 
ORDER 
FROM 
THE TABLE 
BEHIND 


THING 


IT'S LIKE 
GETTING 
FOR HI. 


KISSED I$ 
A NORMAL 


S. 
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THAT WA 
A 
GREETING? 


THERE'S A 
GROUP OF 
FOREIGNERS 
BEHIND HIM. 


HE SEEMS 
REALLY 
USED TO 
FOREIGN- 
ERS... 
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BEHIND 
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THEY WERE 
SPEAKING. 
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CAN I 
WALK 
YOU TWO 
HOME 


T LIVE LIKE 

FOUR STEPS 

AWAY FROM 
HERE. 


MAKE 
SURE YUKI 
DOESN'T 
GET LOST IN 
THE SNOW! 
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HES 
ALREADY 
WAITING 
FOR ME/ 
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TOOK My 


HAND... 
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NOTHING. 
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BETWEEN 
THE 


SNOW. 


MY FINGERS 
WERE GOING 
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STARTING 
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My station is right 
over there, so I'll 
be fine here. 


Thank you very much. 
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THAT, 
WITHOUT 
WARNING... 
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FEELINGS... 


Ly 
§ 
xX 


STARTED 


PILING HP 
SOMEWHERE IN 
MY HEART. 


THEY HAVENT 
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Wanna meet up? ~ 
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ITS 
RIN-CHAN. 


No 
PROBLEM. Thanks for 


THE LEAST I yesterday, 
COULD Do. Rin-chan. 


I KNEW 
YOU COULD 


nervous when 
you asked him? 
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NERVOUS 
JUST BEING 
NEXT TO HA HAS 


HIM. 
Enough Said! 
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MOST I'VE 
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I KEEP 
LOOKING 

AT IT OVER 

AND OVER. 
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meet me here 
because 
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The International 
Club meets here 
all the time. 
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ITSUOMI- 


GOT GUYS, 
TOO! 


GIRLS WITH 
HIM ARE 
BEAUTIFUL. 


MAYBE 
THEY RE 
HALF OR 
SOMETHING? 
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HIS 
MOUTH IS 


MOVING... 


PRETTY 
QUICKLY, 


BUT... 


LI DONT 
THINK HE'S 


SPEAKING 
__ JAPANESE. 
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Let me into Yuki's world? 
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ME 
FEEL. 
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THIS 1S 
S0 EMBAR- 


tote 


ITSUOMI- 
SAN ALWAYS 


GETS IN SO 
CLOSE! 
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AW, MAN! 
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MISS GONNA... 
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FLIGHT. 
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When you were 
close to him, you 
were glowing, Yuki. 


5) Like you said, 
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It's definitely 
luuuv. © 
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different person 
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You were 
sparkling! O 


ITLOOK.. CSS 


DIFFERENT 
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YESTERDAY? ce, 


HUH....? 


WHAT'S THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
ADMIRATION 
AND LOVE, 
ANYWAY..? 
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SAYING. FRIENDS, \ U WITH HIM. 
OUSHI? f a ies , 


THEY’RE 
CUTE. 


HE TURNED 
SIDEWAYS. 
LI CANT SEE. 
ARE THEY 
TALKING? 


THE ONE 


WITH LONG v\ I INVITE 
HAIR’S , THEM TO 
DEAF. al Wf OUR NEXT 

DRINKING 
PARTY. 
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Itsuomi 


You wanta 
souvenir? 


Or not? BUT HE DID 


LEARN IT... 
x \) 
Ab. = ITS 
YOU'RE Zz Ws oe : 
my mI) 


Which is it? | can’t SO 

tell whether it’s SEE? HE'S OFF 

love or admiration. THERE'S THAT SOMEWHERE 
SPARKLE IN AGAIN, _~ 
YOUR FACE! HLH? ~~ 


Rin-chan, you 
admire that café 


owner, right? 


Oh... Well, 
about that. 
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If you don't know 
which it is 


SEEING HIM 
YESTERDAY, 
NOW I KNOW 
IT'S Love! 
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You should pick 
one for yourself. 


You mean | can 
decide myself? 
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LOVE OR 
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SOUVEMT, Yes, 
Mave 2 safe trip! = 


CAN DECIDE? 


HAS 
HE MET 
ANYONE? 


WHAT'S 
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SAN. 


THIS 
PLACE 
LOOKS 

AMAZING... 


What 
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ANYTHING 
LIKE / 


It looks 
amazing. “» 


Itsuomi 


Tonight's hostel 
is only $7 & has 
bad wifi 


bad wifi 
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POPS IN - 
AND OUT | ES 
WHENEVER 
HE WANTS... 


. : I HAVE 
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Going 2 sleep 
now. Bye 
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IF TLL GET 
TO SEE HIM. 
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MY 
WORLD... 
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I WANT TO 


ASK WHERE 
THERES HE LEARNED | |e 
JUST TOO ae ae eae 


WRITE IT HE GOT 
PHONE... JAPAN. 
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I WONDER 
WHY HE 
CHOSE THIS 
OF ALL 
THINGS... 
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SEE. 
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In Japan, Japanese Sign Language and Nihongo 
faiou shuwa, or “signed Japanese,” feature different 
grammar systems. 


In Signed Japanese, each gesture is meant to match 
a word or phrase, in ordey, in a Japanese sentence. 
Japanese Sign Language features its own unique 
grammar. This makes It richly expressive, like any 
other natural language. Japanese signs include facial 
expressions, eye movements, and other visual cues 
that are vital to correct communication. 


With every generation, new idioms come into the 
language, and the vocabulary grows. My collaborator 
Yuki Miyazaki-chan, who consults on the signs used 
in this manga, is teaching me Signed Japanese, which 
she uses tn her daily life. 


Please keep in mind that when sign language is 
depicted in small panels in this comic, 

some words get left out. I hope 

YOu can enjoy the manga 

anyway. 
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I 
WONDER IF 
RIN-CHANS 

HERE. 


FRIENDS 

FROM 

HER CLUE, 
MAYBE? 


LI HAVE 
$0 MUCH 
TO TELL HER 
ABOUT 
ITSUOMI- 


SAN... 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE WE SILL: 
PLANNED TO 
MEET UP OR 
ANYTHING. 


Lim waiting 
for a friend. 


Just standing 
here zoning our? 
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They're talking about their plans. 


Hin, They're pretty 
“ loud... 


.. While 
they talk. 
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Shes always taking 
notes on her laptop 
during class, right? 


So shes 


that friend, huh? 
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SIGNS... 


» ALWAYS 
HAVE A 
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Whats 
your point? 


Why@ you come \. 
Qi the Way... | 


HIS SLENDER, 
GENTLE 
FINGERTIPS... 
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ARE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT ME. 


SOMETIMES, 
IT EVEN FEELS 
LIKE... 
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AT FELT 
LIKE I WAS 
| STEPPING 

| INTO A NEW 


$0 WHEN 
IL TOOK 
MY FIRST 
COLLEGE 
CAMPUS 
TOUR... 


LOOKING 
THE 
WAY YOU 
WANT TO 
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» SPARKLED 
LIKE PEOPLE 
ON TV. 
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WONDER 
WHAT 
THEY'RE 
TALKING 


I WOULDN'T 
JUMP ON 
SHE CAN'T HER FROM 


BEHIND IF I 
HEAR YOU | 
COMING. |, WERE You. 


Later. 
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FORGOT! 
IM HERE 

TO TALK TO 

RIN-CHAN. 


I'LL BE 
CAREFUL 
NOT TO 
SNEAK UP 
ON YOU 
FROM 
BEHIND. 


SORRY. 


Remember that 
conversation we 
had about love vs. 
admiration? 


Spring break’s 


C) 
almost here. ei 


And college has long 
breaks, you know? 
You should use that 
time to make 

some PROGRESS. 


Progress? 


| wanna close the 
distance between me 


| heard they're and the café owner. 


single right now. © 
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mee 
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Do you think 
Itsuomi-san and 
the café owner 
have girlfriends? 
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What did you 


sign just now? 


It means like, 
“What?” or, 


“What's up?" 


If you want to learn sign 
language, I'd be happy to 
teach you anytime. 


SHAKE yy 


| have to turn 
in a report. 
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TOO MUCH 
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STASH IT AWAY 
INSTEAD! 
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CAN GIVE 
IT TO HIM 
WHEN I GO. 
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AGAIN WITH 
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YOU UP 
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QUICK... 
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SQUEALING. 
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WHAT 
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When my hearing 
aid Ss not in right, 
it makes feedback 

Sounds. 


KIND OF BUT... 
I'VE NEVER 
ACTUALLY 
HEARD 
ANYTHING. 


It’s like all the sounds just 
kind of blend together? 
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I can t tell what sounds 


come from where, 
or what they are 


SORRY! 
ITSU’S 
QUESTIONS 
GOT NO TACT 
AT ALL. 


COME ON 
TAKE THIS 


TO THE 
TABLE OVER 
THERE. 
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HE JUST 
BARGES IN 
AND STARTS 
TALKING TO 
PEOPLE. 
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earrtecToeEe? 


WHICHEVER 
IM 
D. 
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HOW 
YOU DO 
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ITSUOMI-SAN'S 
FINGERS... 
ARE SO LONG... 
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6 WHEN © 
ITSUOMI- 
SIGNS... 
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STRONG. 
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... THE HANDS 
MAKING 
THESE SIGNS 
COULD WRAP 
AROUND 
ANYTHING. 


DON'T DO THAT 


OUT OF THE 
BLUE! YOU'LL 


STARTLE HER! 


DING. 
CAN HE 


MY HEART'S 
POLUN 
HEAR IT? 


EVEN 
MORE SO 


BECAUSE 


T'S YOU. 
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».. THERE'S 
SOMEONE... 


ERATE EE 


PALES SOF CRO 


cal, 


LOVE WITH 
YOU. 


3 
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5 okay if you do it, 
Itsuomi-San. 
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SHOULD 
L DO... 
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MAKE HIM 
REALIZE I 
LIKE HI 
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ON SECOND 


THOUGHT... 
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TO SEE / 


L DONT 
WANT HIM 


DOES 


HAT 
HE “GET, 


EXACTLY ?/ 
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MAYBE I'M MAYBE HE'S 
if READING NOT SEEING 
| TOO MUCH ANY DEEPER 
INTO IT. MEANING 


IN IT. 


(PP ators 
he 


STILL ERASE 
/T, JUST IN 
CASE. 


MANY BARS 
HAVE YOU 
BOUGHT OUT 
TONIGHT? 
YOU'RE 


THIS IS 
ONLY OuR 
SECOND 


Ylits iy, 


OKAY THERE, 
SHINSHIN? 


SCARED 
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I HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT HE’S 
SAYING. 
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ALCOHOL 
1S ONE 
POWERFUL 
SUBSTANCE. 
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SHE'S 
HANGING 
ALL OVER 
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EVEN 
IF IT'S 
BECAUSE 
SHE'S 
DRUNK. 
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RIN-CHAN 


SAID HE 
DOESNT 


HAVE A 
GIRLFRIEND, 


BUT... 


a) 


WHY'D SHE 
SUDDENLY 
SHOW UP 


MAYBE 
THAT GIRL’S 
ACTUALLY 
HS..: 
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MY MOM 
TEXTED 
ME TO SAY 
SHE JUST 
GOT TO MY 
PLACE 


é, 


VE GOT 


Wwe’ 

TO HEAD HOM 
A SURPRISE 
VISIT ON ME. 


MY MOM SPRANG 
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RIN-CHAN, T 
THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD'VE KEPT 
YOUR FUKUOKA 
ACCENT. 


I WORKED 


REALLY HARD 
ge MY FIRST YEAR 
| : | 7 TO GET THE 

SHE'S = | : STANDARD 
CLING/NG —= / = S ey 
ONTO HIM = 


AGAIN! 


WHOA, 
WHAT'S 

| > ip See THAT 
Are the } BEEN. \ SQ \ ABOUT?! 
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going out? mall NATURAL. 


THEY'RE 
NOT GOING 
OUT. THEY’RE 
AND FRIENDS. 


I DON'T 
THINK 


THEY'LL 
EVER 
DATE. 


T SAY 


ANYTHING 


MORE ON 
THE SUBJECT. 
SORRY. 


wl CAN 


LEARNING SIGN 
LANGUAGE. 
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WHERE'S 
THE WINE 
OPENER? 
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ME THINK 
WHATEVER 
BETWEEN 
THEM IS 
EVEN MORE 
© INTIMATE. 
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“TAKE 
CARE ON 
YOUR WAY 

BACK.” 


000K, IT’S 
STARTING 
TO SNOW A 
LITTLE. 


I’M GLAD We 
GOT TO CHAT 
50 MUCH 
TODAY. 9 


SEE YOU 
LATER, 
YOU TWO. 


v Come by 
Next again. 
Lunes 4 

we 


HAVE MORE 
PROGRKESS 
TO MAKE, 


RIGHT, 
YUKI? 9 


MORE ae 
PROGRESS... 


BEFORE, I 
DION’T EVEN 
KNOW WHERE 
THE STARTING 
LINE WAS... 


BUT BEFORE 
LI KNEW /7, 

I GOT THE 
FEELING THAT 
ID ALREADY 
PASSED IT. 


Thanks for today: ) 
be happy to sve ¥ 


another sign lang pe is ? 
ever ge 
lesson when PROGRESS, 


you want. 


ifs 
ALREADY 
BEEN FOUR 
DAYS SINCE I 
SENT THAT 
MESSAGE. 


DHAVENT 


HEARD AWORD 
FROM HIM, 


MAYBE 
LI SHOULD 
SEND A 
FOLLOW-UP 


THAT 
WAS A 

QUICK 
REPLY! 
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Hello. Are you 
in Japan? 


I'm at the 
laundromat near 
school 


You wanna stop by? 
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I CAN 
SEE HIM! 


BE 
BACK BY 
CURFEW, 

OKAY? 


TWENTY 
MINUTES TO 
GET TO THE 


.. THIS 1S LAWUNDROMAT. 


THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
EVER GONE 
OUT TO SEE 
SOMEONE 
$0 LATE. 


MAYBE 
I CAN 
SHAVE 
OFF TWO 
MINUTES 
IF I RUN. 
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WHERE DO 
YOU THIN 


Im ih a hurry, so 
Lil see you later. 
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Are you seriously 
on your way fo séé fu 
someone right how? : 


..lnvite You 
out this late? 


Tilbehome ~~. nN 
by curfew. 9° * - 
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LT already talked to 
my mom about it. 


IT’S THAT 
SILVER- 
HAIRED 

GUY, ISN'T 


He’s probably just 
foying with you. . 


He's not toying : A a | < | peers 
With me. | fe Se 


lf he isn’t toying 
With you... 


Don't talk that — 
way about him. 


THEN HE’S 
JUST PROUD 
OF HOW NICE 
HE IS! 


ALREADY... 


PAST THE 
STARTING 
LINE. 


THAT I'VE 
STARTED 
RUNNING... 
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BUT YOU 
CAN'T 
USE IT IN 
JAPAN 


It's a Croatian 
kuna 


WOW. 
VE 
NEVER 
SEEN ONE 
BEFORE. 
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Get to know mea 
little more and I'll 


WHAT? tell you 


Why do you travel 
abroad so much? 


| want to get to 
know you better. 


There are several ways to 
say “cute.” Like... 
» Hold your hand, palm side YOU 


down, and rub it. 
92 SURE ARE 
RIGHT: » Stick up your thumb i CUTE. 
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ACTL- 
ALLY... 


OH. 
MAYBE IT'S 


THE SAME 
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THE 
WORLD OF 
SIGN LAN- 

GUAGE 


FIRST TIME I 
MET YOU. 


USED SIGN 
LANGUAGE THE 


su MY 
ENTIRE 
WORLD... 


».WAS 
SUDDENLY 
TURNED ON 
ITS HEAD. 


TO LIVE 
OVERSEAS. 


NATURALLY GOT 
INTERESTED 
IN LANGUAGES 
AND 
CULTURES. 


BUT I I GUESS 
WAS ALWAYS TREY 


SO BUSY BECAME 
STARING OFF MY DRIVING 
INTO THE 
DISTANCE... 


wl DIDN'T 
REALIZE... 


mo VAEY 
COULD BE 
SO CLOSE, 
TOO. 


WAS HE 


SAYING 

SOME- 

YOU THING? 
REALLY 


WANT TO BE 
FRIENDS? 


Yes. | want us to 
get to know each 
other much better. 


CHANGING 
THE 
SUBJECT? 


WHAT'S 


wren 
oo ne I ee Se 
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I GOT | 


EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S 
ONLY MY 
HANDS HE'S 
HOLDING ... 


sik PEEL rs} 
LIKE ITSUOMI- 
SAN’S PALMS 
ARE WRAPPED 
AROUND ME. 


WHEN 
HE'S SO 
RELAXED 
WITH ME... 


MY 
HEART 
BEATS 

OUT OF 

CONTROL. 


/s German for “You are sweet.” 
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NOTE. 


WAS HE JUST 
TRYING TO GET 
A REACTION 
OUT OF ME?/ 


ITSUOMI- 


SANS 
FINGER- 
IT'6 LIKE TIPS... ; } 
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SMILING. 
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 AWST AS 
STRONGLY. 


JUST A 
LITTLE OVER 
AN HOUR 
LEFT UNTIL 
CURFEW. 


EVEN 
IP ITS 
ENOUGH 
TO HURT... 


» NONE 
OF THIS 
PEELS 
LIKE IT'S 
REAL. 


FORA 
MOMENT... 


Thank you 
for rea Ing 
volume 1 of 
A Sign Of 
Affection\ 


Story: 
Makiro 


| want a 
simple and 
straightforward 
title that's easy 
to understand. 


I'm 
thinking of 
calling it 
Fingertips 
and Love. 


SO Tar, our 
books have all had 
doubled-up words 
in their titles, like 
Hibi Chouchou and 

Shortcake Cake 
So how about Renren 
[Affection]? 


| thought 
it over, 
and when 
the two of 
us Met up... 


It was during an 
international fight. 


S S S a" 


Sign language collaborator: 

Yuki Miyazaki-chan 

Os Backgrounds materials collaborator: 
Rockit Robin, Osu branch — 


Special Thanks 


Editors: Shiigeru-san, 
Idenaga-san 


Balcolony’s Takeuchi-san, Ichiki-san 


Assistant: Nao Hamaguchi-chan 
©} The editorial staff of Dessert 


Background help: Saya Aoi-san 


Everyone at Spica VVorks Everyone involved with the publishing 


€2 The International Rights Department & all my readers! &% 


Interview with suu Morishita 


This original interview between A Sign of Affection creator suu 
Morishita and Kodansha Comics originally appeared on our website at 
kodanshacomics.com. Check it out for more peeks behind the scenes and 
insider videos! 


Kodansha Comics: I’ve heard that you are a two-person team making manga 
together. Could you tell us how you two met? How do you work together 
when you make a manga? 


suu Morishita: We went to the same high school and were classmates. 
Makiro creates our storyboards/layouts, and Nachiyan illustrates the 
story. Along with our editor, the three of us discuss the series and 
check rough sketches together. 


KC: Why do you draw yourselves as grains of rice in your self-portraits? 


sM: The rice grain is a character called “Soboku-kun” that Nachiyan 
created when we were in high school. There’s no specific reason why it’s 
a rice grain, though (aughs). 


We both liked that character, so when we debuted as manga artists and 
thought about our self-portrait, we decided to go with that. We also 
use it on our Twitter. /Editor’s note: Their handle is @morisita_suu, but, 
of course, their tweets are in Japanese.] 


KC: What inspired you to draw a manga focused on sign language and 
centered around a person with a hearing disability? 


sM: When we were thinking about our next manga, Nachiyan suggested a 
story that involved sign language, and, coincidentally, that was a subject 
| wanted to personally try and figure out as a manga artist. 


Sign language is difficult to express visually, and it’s rare to see a Deaf 
protagonist in shojo manga. That’s why we wanted to take up this 

challenge. Also, we felt that there were a lot of important elements 
that crossed over between both sign language and the shojo manga 


genre—-both are full of expressions and emotions that aren’t entirely 
stated, and exist beyond the spoken dialog. There’s a feeling that in 
order to fully understand the emotions of the characters in shojo manga 
you need to pay attention to the entirety of the story, the expressions, 
the scenery, the reactions, and, yes, the dialog. Sign language is the 
same, in that you also have to pay attention to the signing, expressions, 
and more to fully understand what’s being communicated. 


KC: Did you have firsthand experience using sign language before working 
on this manga? Or did you do a lot of research about the subject? 


sM: | learned a little bit of sign language when | was in elementary 
school, but it was just singing a children’s song in sign language. So we 
made sure to do some interviews before starting the series. We also 
read books, interviewed teachers at a school for the Deaf, and then, 
most importantly, we met Yuki Miyazaki, who supervised our use of 
Sign language for this work. She also shares with us her world as a Deaf 
person and tells us about her daily life. 


KC: When you started actually creating A Sign of Affection, did you a ~~ 
encounter any challenges? Or anything that went more smoothly than Ser 7 
expected? ¥ 


Nachiyan-san: In shojo manga, it’s important to show the faces and 
expressions of the characters in the story. But in this story, it’s hard 
to keep panel composition from feeling stale, or, rather, all looking the 
same. Because if you try to draw only the facial expressions, you won't 
get to include the characters’ hands doing sign language in the panel, 
or if you try to focus on the sign language, you won't get the facial 
expressions. 


Makiro-san: I try to create Yuki’s inner monologue and words carefully, 
since there are no speech balloons for her. | know it’s a sensitive subject, 
so I'm careful of how | depict and represent this topic because I don’t 
want people to get hurt by the way it’s presented. Beyond Yuki, I also 
take care of the scenes, story arcs, and dialog. But the smoothest part 
is that Yuki is easy to portray as a character in terms of personality, 
moreso than the heroine characters we’ve had in our past works. 


KC: What makes Yuki a unique person? What makes Itsuomi a unique 
person? 


sM: In terms of personality, Yuki is more earnest and pure than our 
previous heroines. Also, | think her personality is more relatable and 
typical of a college girl. Itsuomi is someone who goes at his own pace 
and is not afraid of anything. But he’s also very patient and empathetic. 


KC: The color illustrations for A Sign of Affection are very beautiful! 
Could you tell us a little bit about the tools that you use? I particularly 
love the use of warm color for the outline instead of solid black. Was this a 
stylistic choice for this series? 


Nachiyan-san: I use Copic Multiliner brown for the outlines, and Dr. Ph. 
Martin’s color ink for coloring. In this manga, I’m trying to keep a soft 
and delicate art stule. 


(See / 
Nay |) 
wr \ 


KC: Do you guys have a personal hobby? Do you think those hobbies help 
you to work on manga? Or not? 


Nachiyan-san: My hobby is collecting the German toy PLAYMOBIL. It helps 
me to relax on a daily basis. Also, since I can’t go Out much these days, 
I’ve been playing Animal Crossing. 


Makiro-san: I’ve also been playing Animal Crossing lately. Other than that, 
we like beauty blogs, beauty materials, and what’s popular in beauty. 
Sometimes, we even use these beauty topics in our manga. 


KC: What are some of the audience reactions on A Sign of Affection 
that you've seen so far? 


sM: We often receive comments such as “it’s SmHAAwA (kyun kyuny*” 
and “it’s 2L\ (touto/y*”. We’re happy to hear when people say that Yuki 
is a cute main character. Also, we feel we’re getting more and more 
comments that fans read and reread this manga over and over again. 


SbAAwA (kyun kyun): a kind of sparkling beauty 
2L\ (touto): too pure and should be treasured 


WHAT DO 
ISAYTO 
THAT? 


KC: A Sign of Affection is now available in English, and it’s also going to fry * 
be available as a simulpub. How does it make you feel to know that an Ae) 
overseas audience will be reading this manga at the same time as its release a 
in Japan? 


SM: It’s so nice to be read by someone overseas in real time! There are 
many kinds of sign language in many countries, but | hope you can see 
that this is what Japanese sign language is like. 


KC: Any last words to the fans of A Sign of Affection? What should the 
fans be looking forward to in this series in the near future? 


sM: We’re grateful that people are interested in our manga. We’re 
getting more messages on Instagram from people abroad. We believe 
Itsuomi will learn sign language and use it more often in the future. 
Although sign language is a visual way to communicate, we hope that 
the emotions and sentiments that show up between the gaps in the 
fingers can be conveyed to the readers, as well, and that they take 
notice of what is left unsaid. We hope you will continue to read and 
enjoy this manga. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Yuki’s Snowy World, page 3 

Yuki’s name is the Japanese word for snow. In Japanese, the title 
of this chapter is yuki no sekai, which means both “Yuki’s world” 
and “world of snow.” We decided to clue the reader into this 
double meaning by having her friend Rin-chan mention it on page 


Train announcement, page 7 

Like most train announcements in 
Japan, this one is bilingual, informing 
passengers of the next station first in 
<THE NEXT 2 Japanese, then in English. 


HASHIMOTO. 


College clubs, page 11 

College activity clubs are called saakuru 
or “circles” in Japanese. They are 
important parts of a college student’s 
social life, sometimes helping to nurture 


lifelong friendships. pone \ Reker 
IT OFF/ 


es I'm still only (9, 
ae aie So Ill have an Still only 19, page 30 
In Japan, the drinking age is 20. 


| ABEERY oolong tea, 


a 
. a 
Qg 


é | Want me to give 
you his LINE ID? | © 


| LINE ID, page 36 
LINE is a social network popular in Japan. 


Half or something, page 66 P 
Yuki is wondering if the girls Itsuomi 

is talking with have one Japanese 
parent and one non-Japanese 
parent. The term for this in 
conversational Japanese is haafu, or 
“half.” 


20:12, page 151 


In Japan, the 12-hour and 24- 
hour clock are both in common 
use. So one might say, “It’s 8:12 
pm” in conversation when their 
AV phone display reads “20:12.” 


Doubled-up words, page 173 


The Japanese title of A Sign of a So far, our 
ae BE books have all had 
Affection IS IDOASERR (yubisaki to i By " doubled-up words 
renren), or Fingertips and Affection. i. in their titles, like 
The character & usually has no set hibi Chouchou and 
ronunciation associated with it in de lores 
p : eka \ 50 how about Renren 
Japanese, instead indicating that the [Affection ? 


sound of the previous character should 
be repeated-—in this case, ren, for love. 
suu Morishita’s manga BX#EX (Hibi 
Cchouchou) uses this character twice, —___- 
to double up the characters for “day” and “butterfly,” " whe i 
course, Shortcake Cake doubles up the English word “cake.” 
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COMING SOON! Kah 


SER, 
S 


THE SWEET SCENT OF LOVE IS IN 
THE AIR’ FOR FANS OF OFFBEAT 
ROMANCES LIKE WOTAKO/ 


MINTETSU 
YAMADA 


Sweat and Soap © Kintetsu Yamada / Kodansha Ltd. 


In an office romance, there's a fine line between sexy 
and awkward... and that line is where Asako — a woman 
who sweats copiously — meets Koutarou — a perfume 
developer who can't get enough of Asako’s, er, scent. 
Don't miss a romcom manga like no other! 


KODANSHA 
COMICS 


S 6 
PERFECT ULJORLD—% 3 


RLeE ArUGA 


A TOUCHING 
NEW SERIES 
ABOUT LOVE AND 
COPING WITH 
DISABILITY 


An office party reunites Tsugumi with her high school crush Itsuki. He’s realized his 
dream of becoming an architect, but along the way, he experienced a spinal injury 
that put him in a wheelchair. Now Tsugumi’s rekindled feelings will butt up against 
prejudices she never considered — and Itsuki will have to decide if he’s ready to let 


someone into his heart... 


“Depicts with great delicacy and courage the difficulties 
some with disabilities experience getting involved in 
romantic relationships... Rie Aruga refuses to romanticize, 
pushing her heroine to face the reality of disability. 
She invites her readers to the same tasks of empathy, 
knowledge and recognition.” 

—Slate.fr 


Perfect World © Rie Aruga/Kodansha Ltd. 


“An important entry [in manga romance]... 
The emotional core of both plot and 
characters indicates thoughtfulness... 
[Aruga’s] research is readily apparent in 
the text and artwork, making this feel like 
a real story.” 

—Anime News Network 


Knight of 


and hearts. Bu 


the Ice ©Yayol Ogawa/Kodanshe Ltd. 


From the beloved creator of You 


Chitose is 2 seyious young woman, 
working for the health magazine 


SASSO. Or at least, she would be, if 


she wasn't constantly getting distracted 


figure skating stat Kokoro Kijinami! 


od friend, snternational 


who can only land his quad jumps when 


Chitose is of h 
from his favorite magical girl anime! 


KODANSHA 


CONICS 


SAINT-<YOUNG MEN 


A LONG AWAITED ARRIVAL IN PREMIUM 2-IN-1 HARDCOVER 


After centuries of hard work, Jesus and Buddha take a break from their 
heavenly duties to relax among the people of Japan, and their adventures in this 
lighthearted buddy comedy are sure to bring mirth and merriment to all! 


“Brilliant...the physical comedy 
and facial expressions will 
make you literally LOL.” 
—Sam Humphries 
(host of DC Daily; 
writer, Green Lanterns, 
Legendary Star-Lord) 


Saint Young Men © Hikaru Nakamura/Kodansha Ltd. 


The boys are back, in 400-page hardcovers 
that are as pretty and badass as they are! 
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Saiyuki © Kazuya Minakura / Ichijinsha Inc. 


= 
KAZUYA\MINERURA’ 


“AN EDGY COMIC LOOK AT AN ANCIENT CHINESE TALE.” —YALSA 


Genjo Sanzo is a Buddhist priest in the city of Togenkyo, which is being ravaged 
by yokai spirits that have fallen out of balance with the natural order. His superiors 
send him on a journey far to the west to discover why this is happening and how 
to stop it. His companions are three yokai with human souls. But this is no day 
trip — the four will encounter many discoveries and horrors on the way. 


FEATURES NEW TRANSLATION, COLOR PAGES, 
AND BEAUTIFUL WRAPAROUND COVER ART! 
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A SMART, NEW ROMANTIC COMEDY 
FOR EANS OF SHORTCAKE CAKE 
AND TERRACE HOUSE! 


A romance manga starring high school girl Meeko, 
who learns to live on her own in a boarding house 
whose living room is home to the odd (but handsome) 
Matsunaga-san. She begins to adjust to her new life 
away from her parents, but Meeko soon learns that 
no matter how far away from home she is, she’s still 
a young girl at heart — especially when she finds 
herself falling for Matsunaga-san. 


Young characters and steampunk setting, 
like How! s Moving Castle and Battle Angel Alita 
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Berend the Clouds © 2018 ‘Nicke N Ki-oon 


A boy with a talent for machines and a mysterious girl whose 
wings he's fixed will take you beyond the clouds! In the 
tradition of the high-flying, resonant adventure stories of 
Studio Ghibli comes a gorgeous tale about the longing of 
young hearts for adventure and friendship! 
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Something’s Wrong With Us 


The dark, 
psychological, 
sexy shojo 
series readers 
have been 
waiting for! 


A spine-chilling and steamy romance 
between a Japanese sweets maker and the 
man who framed her mother for murder! 


Following in her mother’s footsteps, Nao became a traditional 
Japanese sweets maker, and with unparalleled artistry and 
a bright attitude, she gets an offer to work at a world-class 
confectionary company. But when she meets the young, 
handsome owner, she recognizes his cold stare... 


Something’s Wrong With Us © Natsumi Ando / Kodansha Ltd. 
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Cardcaptor Sakura Cardcaptor Sakura: Magic Knight Rayearth 
Collector's Edition Clear Card 2ath Anniversary Box Set 
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RESERVoir CHRONICLE 


WoRLD CHRONICLE: NIRAIKA' 
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COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
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xxXxHOLi Omnibus xxxHOLil Rei CLOVER Collector's Edition 


Kodansha Comics welcomes you to explore the expansive world of 
CLAMP, the all-female artist collective that has produced some of the 
most acclaimed manga of the century. Our growing catalog includes 
icons like Cardcaptor Sakura and Magic Knight Rayearth, each crafted 
with CLAMP’s one-of-a-kind style and characters! 


© CLAMP-ShigatsuTsuitachi CO.,LTD./Kodansha Ltd. 


A BELOVED CLASSIC MAKES ITS STUNNING RETURN IN 
THIS GORGEOUS, LIMITED EDITION BOX SET! 
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This tale of three Tokyo teenagers who cross through a magical 
portal and become the champions of another world is a modern 
manga Classic. The box set includes three volumes of manga 
covering the entire first series of Magic Knight Rayearth, plus the 
series’s super-rare full-color art book companion, all printed ata 
larger size than ever before on premium paper, featuring a newly- 
revised translation and lettering, and exquisite foil-stamped covers. 


A Strictly limited edition, this will be gone in a flash! 


Magic Knight Rayearth 25th Anniversary Manga Box Set 1 © CLAMP-ShigatsuTsuitachi C 
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One of CLAMP’s biggest hits returns 
in this definitive, premium, hardcover 
20th anniversary collector’s edition! 


“A wonderfully 
entertaining story 

that would be a great 
installment in anybody’s 
manga collection.” 

— Anime News Network 


“CLAMP is an all-female 
manga-creating 

team whose feminine 
touch shows in this 
entertaining, sci-fi soap 
opera.” 

— Publishers Weekly 


Chobits © CLAMP-ShigatsuTsuitachi CO.,LTD./Kodansha Ltd. 


20TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


Poor college student Hideki is down on his luck. All he wants is a 
good job, a girlfriend, and his very own “persocom”—the latest 
and greatest in humanoid computer technology. Hideki’s luck 
changes one night when he finds Chi—a persocom thrown out in 
a pile of trash. But Hideki soon discovers that there’s much more 
to his cute new persocom than meets the eye. 
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The art-deco cyberpunk classic jrom the creators 
Of KxXHOLIC and Carocaptar Sakura’ 
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“Starred Review. 


This experimental 
sci-fi work from 
CLAMP reads like a 
romantic version of 
AKIRA.” 
—Publishers Weekly 


COLLECTOR’S EDITION 


Su was born into a bleak future, where the government keeps 
tight control over children with magical powers—codenamed 
“Clovers.” With Su being the only “four-leaf” Clover in the 
world, she has been kept isolated nearly her whole life. Can 
ex-military agent Kazuhiko deliver her to the happiness she 
seeks? Experience the complete series in this hardcover 
edition, which also includes over twenty pages of ravishing 


color art! 
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A Sign of Affection 1 
Kodansha Digital Edition 


A Sign of Affection volume 1 copyright © 2019 suu Morishita 
English translation copyright © 2020 suu Morishita 


All rights reserved. 


First published in Japan in 2019 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
Electronic publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by 
any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 


English digital edition published by Kodansha USA Publishing, LLC, New 
York. 


ISBN: 9781646593385 
Digital Edition: 1.0.2 


Translation: Christine Dashiell 

Lettering: Carl Vanstiphout 

Additional Lettering: Lys Blakeslee 

Editing: Ben Applegate, William Flanagan 

Kodansha Comics edition cover design by Adam Del Re 
Original logo design: Ari Wagner 
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